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Project Summary

Campus Heritage Grants are awarded by the Getty Foundation to assist United States 
colleges and universities in managing and preserving the integrity of their signifi cant 
historic buildings, sites and landscapes. 

This project, the Cathedral of Learning/Oakland Civic Center Conservation Study, 
provides a comprehensive architectural conservation assessment and preservation 
plan for a contiguous group of architecturally signifi cant structures that comprise the 

heart of the University of Pittsburgh’s campus. The University of Pittsburgh’s Cathedral of Learning, a 42-story 
Gothic Revival building, is one of the best-known landmarks in Pittsburgh. The Cathedral, however, is just one 
part of a remarkable ensemble of buildings at the center of the campus, designed by Charles Z. Klauder from 
1924-1938, which include the Stephen Foster Memorial, Heinz Memorial Chapel, and the Cathedral Grounds. 

Important architectural components of the City of Pittsburgh-designated Oakland Civic Center Historic District, 
Campus Heritage Grant funds were used to assess the exterior and interior conditions of these historic structures 
and their signifi cant landscapes, develop a comprehensive preservation manual for its facilities management 
division, and produce cost estimates for recommended conservation work.

An important goal of the Conservation Study is the incorporation of good preservation practices for historic 
resources into the standard operation of the University’s Facilities Management Division, from the scale of a 
comprehensive building rehabilitation project to the curatorial treatment of historically-signifi cant University 
facilities management archive materials.  The project recommendations have been made available both in 
the form of this conservation manual, and as a PowerPoint presentation. Both tools will be used to train current 
and future facilities management staff in the conservation values that guided this study.

Key Study Results & Innovations:

• Individualized Building Preservation Briefs  
• Staff education and increased awareness
• A “100 year plan” for the Cathedral of Learning
• A defi nitive review of cleaning strategies for the Cathedral
• Archive improvement strategy
• Development and fundraising support
• Coordination with ongoing maintenance and budget planning

On this board are excerpts from the report and samples of the “Pitt Preservation Briefs” developed for the 
project. We believe this is the most innovative aspect of the project and could be emulated at other institutions 
with signifi cant collections of historic structures.

Clapp Hall was designed by Trautwein 
& Howard—a later version of the same 
architectural firm that designed the Cathedral 
of Learning. The building’s exterior and 
significant interior spaces were designed in a 
Collegiate-Gothic/Art-Deco style—a modern 
take on the French and English Gothic style 
of the Cathedral of Learning. Its diagonally-
oriented entrance creates a direct axis with the 
Cathedral, and its stone portal entryway frames 
a view of the full height of its tower.

Clapp Hall
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As an additional resource Technical Preservation Services (TPS), Heritage Preservation 

Services Division, National Park Service prepares standards, guidelines and other 

educational materials to help the general public understand historic preservation 

treatments.  One of the ways they do this is by publishing easy-to-read preservation 

briefs on different aspects of preservation.  

In particular some of the preservation briefs that apply to Clapp Hall are:

#2) Repointing Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings

#3) Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings

#35) Understanding Old Buildings: The Process of Architectural Investigation

#39) Holding the Line: Controlling Unwanted Moisture in Historic Buildings.

For copies of these preservation briefs, contact the National Park Service or view and 

print copies of them online at http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm

For additional information 

regarding Clapp Hall, 

refer to “The University 

of Pittsburgh Civic Center 

Conservation Plan”

For copies of the report or 

any further inquiries please 

contact:

University of Pittsburgh

Facilities Manangement  

3400 Forbes Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15213

(412) 624-9500

webmaster@fm.pitt.edu

The University of Pitts-

burgh gratefully acknowl-

edges the Getty Trust for 

making this project pos-

sible through its Campus 

Heritage Program.

2005

by Pfaffmann + Associates.
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This Gothic-Revival-style structure is a historic 
landmark,  the second-tallest education 
building in the world.  It is the geographic and 
traditional heart of the campus.  The Cathe-
dral contains many architecturally significant 
interiors including the Commons Room, the 
Babcock Meeting Room, the Croghan-Schenley 
Rooms, Braun Room and 26 Nationality Class-
rooms. 
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